Greetings! We have several exciting items to mention. First, the really good financial news for us has been the generous contributions by our Friends of NWREC. As a result of gifts made during the past 16 months, we have about $18,000 of funds that will be invested in several projects to upgrade our facilities at NWREC and support key programs and activities. Come and see our new entry steps and handrails for the Main Office building. Look for a new overflow/big rig parking area along our exit drive, the renovation of the landscape areas in front of the Main Office building and Parker House, cleaning out and renovation of the Winter Garden, gravel for our permanent roads on the farm, wood deck repairs around the Main Office, purchasing a tunnel varmint control system, and exterior painting for at least one building. These projects will represent a huge improvement in our facilities, our looks, and farm management. In addition, we plan to support several important community outreach events in the coming months. A special thanks to those who have contributed to our Friends of NWREC campaign during this past year! A current list of our Friends can be found on page 5.
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More important news includes four NWREC research and education projects that have received funding for completion in 2012. Finally, during the winter we have been working out the details for creating a pilot effort to bring commercial agriculture to NWREC through a new land lease program. We plan to test this approach that will provide acreage to local farmers interested in working with us on the farm. We will provide land at NWREC to help farmers try new ideas and/or expand their operationswhile working with our faculty and staff to learn together side-by-side. We'll keep you posted on this new concept.
2012 has already been busy-and, there is a lot more to come! Adrienne grew up in the Portland area, but headed north to the Evergreen State College where she received her Bachelor's degree in biology. Following graduation she remained in the Puget Sound area working for a nursery near Olympia that specializes in native and restoration plant propagation and environmental consulting.
"I really enjoyed my time in the nursery business and, especially, working in a small private business. I was exposed to all facets of nursery management from the basic biology of propagating plants to personnel and HR work and budgets. All in all, it was a wonderful experience."
So, why Oregon and a shift to research? "Oregon is home. I wanted to be closer to family. And, I'm at the point in life when I want to consider where I am going with my career. I'm considering graduate school. Being able to work in a research center and be engaged with scientists is a great way for me to explore this next step. Being connected to a major research university is a perfect fit right now."
Welcome, Adrienne. We look forward to having you on our team at NWREC.
• PA G E 2 • The Vegetable and Specialty Seed Crop Endowment has an immediate goal of raising $500,000 to provide leverage and a more favorable position in the priority order of filling vacancies-once rehirings are allowed. Currently, Extension has 33 vacancies statewide in its agriculture programs in Oregon going back over the past 9 years during a time of budgetary decline.
During the first 16 months of the Endowment effort, vegetable and specialty seed growers, organizations, business partners, and private individuals have raised over $230,000 of contributions and commitments. "This is an amazing effort," said Jack Holpuch, Director of Development with the Oregon State University Foundation and staff person working directly with those interested in supporting the endowment project.
"We're almost 1/2-way to our immediate goal. If we can get there in the next twelve months, we will have demonstrated the very strong support for this position and be in a great position for refilling when Extension is able to make commitments to programs. If all goes well, the hiring restrictions now in place could be lifted at the beginning of the next biennium-mid 2013."
Those wanting to learn more about the endowment project or get involved can contact Holpuch at 541-737-4218. 
Membership-Friends of North Willamette Research and Extension Center

Community Open House Coming!
We will open our gates, again, to the public for an up close look at NWREC, what we do, and why it's important. Here are the details. Come join us and learn more about our programs and activities. Invite your friends and neighbors, too.
Wednesday, July 18
4:00-7:00pm See-the-farm hayrides at 4:00, 5:00 and 6:00pm
Walking tour available, too, to see work on wasabi, blueberry trees, slugs and snails, Christmas trees, composting and nursery production...plus much more. Don't miss berry tasting-find out how we determine the next great berry for the market.
Fresh vegetables available again this year.
Open House Snapshots
This is a special new effort that provides a unique view of agriculture in our region and what it really takes to be a farmer in today's world. Farming is hard work, requires long hours, many skills and the ability to handle risk.
Discover Willamette Valley Agriculture is a workshop designed for school teachers, elected officials, decision and policy makers-anyone wanting to know more about agriculture, where our food comes from and how we can all take responsibility for its future supply. This workshop will be taught by a variety of OSU Extension faculty, local farmers and other agricultural professionals. Dates for Discover Willamette Valley Agriculture will be June 25 and 26 plus July 9, 10 and 11. Each day begins at 8:00am and ends by 4:00pm. Enrollment is limited to 30 attendees.
For more information, contact NWREC at 503-678-1264 or check our website. The purpose of this pilot project is to expose motivated students to agricultural and environmental research. The target audience for this project generally has little awareness about agriculture and the practical nature of the work we do and how science is a critical element of our education. Students will be given the tools and understanding to conduct independent research projects-including working in a laboratory, controlled experiments, and accurate data collection. Field trips to area facilities and sites where research is being conducted will be included, too. This program hopes to ignite a passion in talented students to pursue careers in agriculture and environmental sciences. Washington as good flax growing areas. However, costly hand labor required to harvest and process it and competition with European producers limited flax production.
World's First Blueberry Tree
In 1915, the state of Oregon built a flax processing plant at the state penitentiary in Salem, and this plant became known as the State Flax Industry.The state joined the Works Progress Administration to construct three cooperative flax processing plants at Springfield, Canby, and Mount Angel in 1936. Six processing plants and two spinning mills were operating in Oregon by 1941, and production reached its peak during World War II, with increased demand and reduced access to European flax. At that time, it is reported that the Valley included about 20,000 acres of flax. More processing plants were built to meet the demand, but the industry declined following the war.
Interest in growing flax has been growing, again, in recent years. Flax seed is considered by some as the new wonder food. Preliminary studies show that flaxseed may help fight everything from heart disease and diabetes to breast cancer-known to contain high levels of omega-3 oils, anti-oxidants, and a good source of fiber. Flax oil is used for human consumption and as an industrial oil. Flax fiber and linen products are natural fiber products that could be easier to grow with fewer nutrient and pesticide inputs than crops like cotton. Finally, flax has potential as a biomass crop, too. Natural Advanced Technologies (NAT) is a 15-year old company that is interested in developing new flax-based fiber products and has been working extensively in the mid-Atlantic region. Beginning in September 2011 they opened an Oregon office with the intent to build a flax industry here to provide supply for their products. NAT is now working with companies like Hanes, Levi's, Carhartt and Target to explore the use of flax fiber in socks, undershirts, denim, towels, curtains, and many more items. As any farmer knows, markets are your key to success. We might have an opportunity coming in the Willamette Valley that will create demand for this crop.
There is a lot to like about the potential of flax for the Willamette Valley. Flax is robust and grows quickly. It's resistant to cold, rain, and heat. Its shallow root system grows well in our wet soil and, overall, flax requires very little in terms of upkeep or inputs. Being a broad leaf crop, flax rotates easily with all of our established grass crops, and the fact that there are 90 or 120 day strains could work well with growers of vegetables and fruit crops. Flax planting can take place in fall to overwinter or planting can be done in the early spring, late spring, and even summer-to be harvested whenever it is ready.
According to Jay Nalbach, Chief Marketing Officer at NAT,"One thing that I am very excited to report is that OSU already has its own strain of flax, named "Lin-Ore," which is tall enough to be a good fiber or seed crop." And, according to the team at Naturally Advanced Technologies, the flax byproduct can be used for animal bedding, shipping materials, mulches, fuel pellets, kitty litter, or simply turned back into the soil.
Flax fields are beautiful, too. We saw this last year in our small planting at NWREC. When the flax flowers bloom, the fields are full of white, purple, or blue-tinted flowers for several hours per day. This blooming takes place over a three-week period, which makes for a gorgeous landscape.
Could flax be a new crop-reborn for the Willamette Valley-and able to provide a new industry and market for our farmers? Plan to come by this summer and see what you think of our crop. We expect to have a field day to share our work. We will be trying a two different seeding methods (row and broadcast) and seedling rates. This should be interesting to see how we do .   Flax from page 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
